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lion," was protracted by various means for months, during
which time they were rigorously imprisoned and fettered.
And in the discussions which followed this eventful period,
the native officials, and even the British Itesident, endea-
voured to throw the Home of what had occurred as much as
possible upon the Christians themselves. It was evidently
taken for granted, a priori, that the Christians must be the
parties in fault.

Early in February a petition from the missionaries was
presented to H. H. the Eajah, but this having produced no
satisfactory result, the entire case was eventually referred to
the investigation and decision of the Madras Government;
and through the prompt and effectual interposition of Sir
Charles Trevelyan, Governor of Madras, the right of the
Shanar women to observe the rules of decency in their attire
was at length partially and grudgingly recognised by the
Travancore Government.

" I have seldom," wrote Sir Charles to theEesident, " met
with a case in which not only truth and justice, but every
feeling of our common humanity are so entirely on one side.
The whole civilized world would cry shame "Upon us if we did
not make a firm stand on such an occasion. If anything
could make this line of conduct more incumbent on us, it
would be the extraordinary fact that persecution of a sin-
gularly personal and delicate kind is attempted to be justified
by a royal proclamation, the special object of which was to
assure to her Majesty's Indian subjects liberty of thoiight
and action so long as they did not interfere with the just
rights of others. I should fail in respect to her Majesty if
I attempted to describe the feelings with which she must
regard the use made against her own sex of the promises of
protection so graciously accorded by her."

"It will be your duty to impress these views on his
Highness the Eajah, and to point out to him that such pro-